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A.C. Mcfn

Alexander Carson Mclntyre, or
A.C. as he was known, was perhaps
the most accomplished and promi-
nent early photographer of the
region. His photos became ubiqui-
tous to the area during the late
nineteenth century, and his photos
were, and in some circles continue
to be, synonymous with the
region. Walk into any museum or
browse any book associated with
the history of the Thousand
Islands, and you will no doubt find
multiple images taken by A.C.
McInWre.

The son of a Scottish sea cap-
tain, he was born August 30, 1822,
in New Brunswick, New Jersey. Lit-
tle else is known about his early
life until, as a recent widower, he
opened a photography studio in
Brockville, Ontario, in 1855.

Mclntyre was at the forefront of
the photographic revolution and
experimented with and perfected
many new technologies from the
daguerreotypes that he started
with in 1855, through ambrotypes,
calotypes, stereo imaging, and the
dry plate process that emerged in
the early 1880s. At various points

"Nobby lsle." The lslond wos purchosed by Civil War Hero Henry Heath by 1872. At
16, Heoth enlisted in the 20th Regiment of the Mossochusetts Volunteer lnfontry, in o
compony commanded by future Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes lr.
Wounded and captured in the Battle of Ball's Bluff near Leesburg, Virginia, Heoth wos
later freed through an exchonge of prisoners. After the wor he become successful in
reol estote and developed connections with the Pullmon fomily (of the Pullmon Poloce
Cor Compony). He encouroged Mclntyre to set up a photo studio in Alexandrio Boy,
which might olso exploin why Mclntyre christened his yacht Nobby. This 1872 view
shows an early Mclntyre yellow mount, with o label printed on the bock bleeding
through on the left. Note the group's croquet hoops in the foreground.
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Hrst Photographer
of theThousand Islands

by Tom French

,Tlh" 1000 Islands (actually close
I to 2000 individual islands) is a
I fifty-mile stretch of the St.

Lawrence River formed where the
waters of the Great Lakes empty
from the eastern end of Lake
Ontario. The border between the
United States and Canada splits
this section of the river, which
ranges in width from ten miles at
its highest point to about a mile
further down river.

For almost 150 years, it has been
a tourist destination for both coun-
tries, frequented by the likes of
George Pullman (of the Pullman
Palace Car Company), the New-
house family (owners of Advance
Publications, one of the largest
magazine and newspaper publish-
ers in the United States), and
Edward John Noble of Life Savers
Candy fame. It is also where
"Thousand Island" salad dressing
was first made.



in his career he operated studios in
several places, including Montreal,
but it is his work in the Thousand
Islands which gave him the most
success and became the most
enduring-so much so that his
images are still alive today.

It is believed that he established
his studio in Alexandria Bav, New
York, in the heart of ttre tObO
Islands, in the early 1870s. He was
certainly doing business there by
1873 when he photographed a
series of stereoviews of the "ascen-
sion" of a large, Iighter-than-air
balloon, The Atlantic. He operated
his Brockville, Ontario, store dur-
ing the winter months, and then
left it to an assistant while he went
to Alexandria Bay for the summer.

The location of his Alexandria
Bay store seems to have moved
from year to year. Advertisements
exist announcing that his shop
will occupy a portion of Centenni-
al Hall. Another announcement
states he will be in " an octagon
studio." Yet another notice pro-
claims that he will be located in
the "Blue Glass Observatory in
front of the Thousand Island
House."

He clearly took thousands of
photographs in his lifetime. He
was available for private sessions
and he sold pre-prepared souvenir
stock views in his stores.

"Nobby lslond." This exomple of a Mclntrye dork Mount, boosting the potronoge of
the president, is o view commonly found on on oronge mount os well. The view was
token from the dock at the head of Nobby lsland. lf you look behind the flag, you con
see the originol Henry Heoth cottoge. The cottoge is still on the islond, though it
appears to have been moved to the left of where it is in this photo. Meosurements of
the Heoth Children's heights, doting from the 1 880s, con still be found etched into
the door trim ond written on the wolls in the moin room downstoirs.

Most of his views were taken
along the river and amongst the
thousands of islands. He would
have had to lug a portable dark-
room tent across the water in a
boat. For this purpose, he
obtained, in 1875, his own steam
yacht, The Nobby. He used it not
only to get around and as a prop
in his photos, but also, some
believe, as a staging platform for
his darkroom tent.

He obtained the yacht from
Oneida Lake iust north of Syra-
cuse, New York, in May, 1875 and
brought it to the Alexandria Bay
area in late May via the barge
canal (part of the old Erie Canal
system) and Lake Ontario, a jour-
ney of almost a hundred miles. He
had to put in about half way
across Lake Ontario due to an
abundance of ice (bergs from one
to twenty-five feet) that blocked
his way-something that would be
considered a fluke of nature today
as the ice is usually gone by mid-
April. By 7879, he had purchased a
larger yacht, The ldlewild, which
allowed him to sleep over on the
boat.
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He was an astute salesman with
a knack for advertising his skil ls
and wares, as evidenced by the var-
ious notices and advertisements
that appeared in the local papers
of the day. In the process, he
developed a variety of labels that
advertised not only his business,
but also extolled the virtues of the
region and other area establish-

ments. His labels were copied ver-
batim (minus the name) by at least
one other photographer, George
Monroe (George Eastman's person-
al photography teacher).

Prior to opening his studio in
Alexandria Bay, he was also located

A Bottoon Ascension r,o- rii"tir'i it.ttiii i"*ti R';p;;;t; ;;;;:;i;;;i p,;p;;; i;; l|;l;
24, 1873 indicote thot the bolloon, piloted by a "Pro[essor Squire,,,troveled 20 miles
before londing. The crowd "corried Squire in his wiltow bosket to the edge of the
river," where Squire cried out "let go." The hotel is the Thousond lslond House, built
the previous winter by o.c. stoples, who loter went on to purchose severol properties
in woshington, DC, including the willord Hotel. Number 103 is scratched into the
negative ot lower right. Orange mount.

The

in Ogdensburg, New York, about
30 miles down river. It was during
th i s  pe r i od ,  beg inn ing  i n  abou t
186U, that Mclntyre used yellow
mounts. He continued using the
ye l l ow  moun ts  w i t h  s imp le labe l s ,
often on the front of the card, for
the first few years in his Alexandria
Bay shop. But by mid-decade, he
had switched to the orange
mounts and the eloquent labels
often associated with his work.

Depending upon which label
was used, it might include useful
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"Centennial Holl, Alex Boy." If you look closely, you moy note the misspelling of
"islonds" with an "&" insteod of on "A" ot the left of the sign. The holl wos built in
| 876 as o refreshment stond ond povilion for entertainment. The ceiling wos on
arched sky-blue with silver and gold stars. An onnouncement in the Moy 23, 1878
edition of The Brockville Recorder indicated thot Mclntyre would occupy a portion of
Centenniol Holl. His Alexandria Bay shop wos ot different locotions from yeor to year
and the record con be confusing. Loter views of Centenniol Holl show the banner on
top reploced with the words "ice cream" spelled out in the roof tiles. Orange mount.
Courtesy of Jack Brown

Mclntyre had a numbering system,
but it was never fully implement-
ed. Even his titles are inconsistent
for purposes of indexing. Many
cards of the same view have differ-
ent titles, and many cards of differ-
ent views (of the same location)
have the same title-simply the
indication of the place. Most titles
are handwritten. Research suggests
that Mclntyre had 3-5 employees

information for tourists, including
railroad routes and schedules,
hotels, steamer routes, and certain
attractions. Although many of the
Mclntyre labels had a place to

indicate a number for the view, it
is blank on most labels. Perhaps

Although the lobel on this cord does not indicote o title, it is one of severol views thot
Mclntyre took during President Chester Arthur's visit to the region in 1882. President
Arthur is the individuol on the left. Oronqe mount.
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in his Alexandria Bay shop during
the summer season, and several
different handwriting styles can be
found. Collectors of Mclntyre
stereoviews are encouraged to care-
fully examine similarly labeled
cards for subtle differences in the
images-sometimes the only evi-
dence that the two views are differ-
ent exposures.

Throughout most the 1870s, his
mounts were 3Vz inches high, but
at some point in the late 1870s or
early 1880s, he began using four
inch mounts as well. His later
views were also on dark mounts
with his name in gold lettering
along both sides. There are exam-
ples of cream-colored mounts as
well.

"Comp Chorming." This view, published by Mclntyre, shows President Ulysses S.
Crant (seoted in the dork suit with o top hot on his knee) during his visit to the 1000
lslonds in 1872. President Gront wos the guest, olong with Civil Wor Cenerals
Williom T. Shermon ond Phillip H. Sheridon, of George Pullman of the Pullmon Palace
Cor Compony. Some believe the mon to the Ieft of Crant is Sheridan, but it is this
author's opinion that the mon is more likely the host, George Pullmon. Although this
view is usually attributed to Mclntyre becouse of his label on the bock, another theory
is thot it wos octuolly taken by the Boin Brothers, of Cloyton, New York (obout 10
miles uprive), ond sold to Mclntyre with the rest of their collection in 1874 by Jomes
Boin when he left for Michigon. At leost one Mclntyre expert believes he would have
odvertised that he photogrophed President Grant had he octuolly token the picture
(in the way thot he boosted thot he wos "Photographer of the President" after
Chester Arthur's visit in 1882). There ore severol Bain views thot can be found with
early Mclntyre lobels, though I hove not seen this porticulor view os o Boin.
Oronge mount.

Mclntyre used o voriety of lobels thot extolled the virtues of the region ond other oreo
estoblishments. One feotured o mop of the route of the Utico & Block River Roilrood.
Locol photogropher George Monroe used the identical view label seen here, but with
his own nome obove the line drowina.

During the course of his careeq
he published views recording the
visits of two sitting presidents to
the 1000Islands-Ulysses Grant in
1872 and Chester Arthur ten years

Iater. He traveled in a circle of
nationally known photographers
including George Monroe and
Matthew Brady. Indeed, by com-
paring Mclntyre and Brady plates,
some believe there are question-
able attributions to some of
Arthur's trip photos.

By a second marriage, Alexander
Carson Mclntyre had five sons and
three daughters. Upon his death in
April of 1897, one of the sons,
Gordon, took over the business
until his own death in 1907. At
that time, the value of the estate
was "less than $200. Its inventory
including'one lot of Island nega-
tives' valued at $15 and'2 retouch-
ing pencils,'at ten cents." But the
history he left to the region is
priceless.

Sources
Some of the information in the

article comes from a presentation
by FrederickJ. McCarthy, Ed. D.,
that was given at the National
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"East from 1 000 lslond House." This Alexandrio Boy view token from the top of the
Thousond Islond House (the tower in the bolloon view) shows Mclntyre's Octagon
studio (center left) on Crossmon Point. The sign on the octogon structure oppears to
soy, "Stereoptic Views of the Thousand lslonds." Centennial Hall ot center. The large
hotel to the right is the Crossmon House, one of the eorliest hotels in Alexondrio Bay.
The house on the point in the distonce is Bonnie Costle, built by Josiah Gilbert Hot-
land, a fomous 19th centurv outhor ond friend ond mentor to Emily Dickenson, Walt
Whitmon, and others. He wos the founder and editor of Scribner's Monthly (loter the
Century), ond bought his river property with the money he made from his novel,
Arthur Bonniecostle. Oronoe mount.

Tom French/Nellie Thylor
collection.

Author Tom French was raised on an
island in the St. Lawrence River. He teach-
es 7th grade English in Massena, New
York and his writing has appeared in
numerous publications as well as on
North CounW Public Radio. He has col-
Iected artifacts ofthe 1000 Islands for
nearly twenty years along with his mother,
NeIIie Taylor. His book River Views - A
History of the 1000 Islands in 3D will
be published in May. aa

Stereoscopic Association's August,
1980 convention in Canton, Ohio.

Jack Brown has been a signifi-
cant source for my research, and
he has provided me with copies of
some articles from the 1870s from
The Brockville Recorder.

Several of the Mclntyre views are
originally from the collection of
Dan Grant and are now in the

No 53, "View of Steom Yocht ot Nobby lslond." This eorly Mclntyre view on o yellow
mount is in remorkable condition ond reveals his skills at stereoscopic composition os
well os the precise posing of lorge groups. Unusuol for a Mclntyre bock lobel, this one
has a typeset title ond number. (The some number is scrotched into the negotive ot
lower right.)
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